[Multi-infarct dementia in giant cell arteritis (temporal arteritis)].
Dementia is an infrequent and little known manifestation of giant cell arteritis or temporal arteritis (GCA-TA). The cases of 2 women with histologically proven GCA-TA are presented in which, together with the most classical symptoms, they presented a brusque mental deterioration on initiation of the disease. One patient developed a severe irreversible dementia which coincided with a rapid reduction in the doses of corticoids; while the other patient demonstrated improvement in cognitive function with steroid treatment and control of the disease. Magnetic resonance studies revealed multiple areas of infarction in both hemispheres in the two patients. The importance of treating multi-infarct dementia is underlined in the context of GCA-TA with high doses of corticoids. It is also emphasized that GCA-TA should be considered in the evaluation of older patients with mental alterations.